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entire school system. For more than fifteen years,
Joy wrote and illustrated the classroom materials
and trained guides at the Mill while study trips took
place in the open space on the river. Despite the
challenges of maintaining the pregram, Joy was
inspired to persevere in order to share “the impor-
tance of understanding the basic watershed struc-
ture of our environment.”

During this time, the Mill River Wetlang study group
grew its base, welcoming hundreds of volunteers,
trainers, and guides, Mill River Wetland Commit-
tee’s fundralsing, membership cues, and grants
help to subsidize the pregram, which has evolved
to meet the latest local and national science stan-
dards. Joy's work is still reflected in today’s mission
of the organization; to educate the community
about the value of watersheds, to advocate for
their continued protection, and to engage all peo-
ple in the fight to protect our envirenment.

Over fifty years later, the award-winning River-Lab
Program continues to supplement Fairfield’s sci-
ence curriculum and serve 0 many students an-
nually. Second- through seventh-grade children
receive a hands-on, inguiry-basec learning expe-
rience ranging from biodiversity and erosion 1¢
groundwater and connections to the Mill River or
Ash Creek estuary. Using research and fieldwork,
students can take what they learn about the river
basin system all over the globe and apply it to their
personal experiences here in Fairfield, Perhaps
most fitting to Joy's mission is the inclusion of how
we can live In harmony with nature, creating a new
generation of environmental stewards to protect
our precious resources

We hope you enjoyed this special story in honor of
Earth Day. We are looking for mare wonderful and up-
lifting stories like fjoy's so please reoch out with yours.
We thank Joy for sharing her beautiful story with us!
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By Samantha Anderson, MRWC Educate Director {
Throughout the decacdes, our award-winning River-Lab Program has stocd firm in its commitment to hands-on
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inquiry-based science and environmental education. By evolving (o meet the latest local and national sclence
standards while fostering a sense of wonder and curlosity, River-Lab continues to éngage students anc community
members with field-based experiences at the Mill River, Ash Creek Estuary, and nearby open spaces, In the 2023-24
school vear. our program will reach over 3,300 students in the Fairfield area through study trips and classroom labs
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We also run community programs at local open spaces so everyone fan iearn about the watershed and the
amazing ecosystems it supports. Check out http//iwww.mrwe-fairfield.org/ for upcoming dates and information
about our Walk & Talks at Mill Hollow Park and Ash Creek Estuary




