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“Thank you for making our first River-Lab experience a 
great one. The students had so many great things to say 

about the trip upon our return and so did we! It was  
a valuable real-world science experience that will really  

fit perfectly into our new 7th grade curriculum.”

Heather Pida and Shawn Sorbello | FWMS 7th Grade Science teachers



 

Fittingly, on the edge of a new decade, the theme that reappeared 
throughout Mill River Wetland Committee this past year was transition. In  
my house, we call it “pre-trip stress.” It is the seemingly unending list of tasks 
pulling your attention in different directions as you try to get everyone out the 
door at the same time to embark on what will eventually be a great vacation. 
MRWC is entering 2020 with all the correct items packed and everyone 
beginning that journey together.

In 2019, we added new voices to our Board of Directors. Those different 
perspectives helped the Board develop a five year plan to focus on realistic 
goals for our organization and evaluate our long term commitments. Out of 
this work, we identified a recurring need to invest more in technology to keep 
our curriculum, outreach, and operations current and accessible.  

MRWC continues to join with others working toward our common goals.  
Co-sponsoring the Wyland National Mayor’s Challenge for Water 
Conservation with the Town provided an opportunity for MRWC to highlight 
national issues with local solutions in conjunction with Aquarion Water 
Company. Uniting with others, we have advocated for the local environment 
on the skip the straw campaign, the reusable bag ordinance, and the Long 
Island Sound Study. Our presentation at the CT Volunteer Water Monitoring 
Conference showcased our curriculum with other organizations who engage 
their local communities in water education. Finally, our participation in the 
Pollinator Pathway project for 2020 will allow us to interact with many of the 
area’s environmental groups across Fairfield, Westchester, Dutchess and 
Rockland Counties.

Our River-Lab curriculum continues to transition to the Next Generation 
Science Standards. Pilot programs have been accepted, curriculum is 
realigned and implementation is being planned. We have also evaluated  
the requirements to reproduce the program in other venues and are piloting 
the approach with a private school in Bridgeport.

On a personal note, as I transition out of the role of President, I would like to 
thank every member of MRWC. Each of you make this organization a Fairfield 
treasure. Every member has directly contributed to our financial stability, 
program excellence and our community impact. I have been honored to be 
a part of it. My bags are packed but I am on board for the rest of this great 
journey. Please join me!

Lynn Shavinsky 
PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT'S
REPORT



MRWC successfully expanded our community advocacy and engagement in 2019,  
while continuing our educational River-Lab Program with schools. 

Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation 
Co-sponsored with the Town of Fairfield, we held a series of events to raise local awareness about simple ways to use 
water more efficiently, thereby reducing pollution and saving energy. By participating in Wyland Foundation’s National 
Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation, we encouraged residents to use online tools to calculate their water 
footprint and commit to specific steps to use less water. To support our efforts, Aquarion Water Company generously 
donated 1,000 shower timers which we distributed at events throughout the year. Aquarion also provided a grant that 
funded the creation of educational materials about water conservation. Members of the MRWC Board of Directors 
provided these materials to children through presentations at preschools, scout troops and elementary classrooms. 
Although Fairfield did not win this friendly competition between towns, our residents pledged to save over seven 
million gallons of water!

Presentation at Statewide Volunteer Water Monitoring Conference
River-Lab Program Advisor, Nicole Nuttall, and Sara Jannott, Director of Grade 5, shared the Grade 5 classroom 
laboratory experience with representatives from more than 20 organizations across Connecticut who provide 
environmental education programs in their communities. During the program, participants used microscopes to 
examine slow moving water collected from Mill River. Like our students, the participants identified many types of zoo- 
and phyto-plankton in the water samples and expressed great enthusiasm for this chance to see the incredible life 
within a single drop of ‘murky’ water.  

UConn CAP Research Project
This year, we were designated a Conservation Ambassador Program (CAP) Community Partner. CAP is part of the 
Natural Resources Conservation Academy (NRCA) through the UConn College of Agriculture, Health and Natural 
Resources. The program engages high school students in a one week field experience at UConn followed by an 
individual conservation project, designed in their own community under the guidance of a local community partner 
like MRWC. For our project, Daniel Pollack, a junior at Ludlowe High School, chose to survey Fairfield coastline 
locations at Penfield Beach and Ash Creek Estuary to document concentrations of microplastics within the sand/
soil. Carrie Rullo from MRWC and Bridget Cervero from The Maritime Aquarium served as his community partners. 
Daniel’s research contributed to The Big Microplastic Survey project, a global citizen science effort to obtain 
microplastic concentration data in order to further scientific research about the impact on shore birds, fish, and 
plankton as they ingest these plastics.

HIGHLIGHTS

IMAGES FROM LEFT: Water Monitoring Conference, Water Conservation Challenge, 2019 Green Awards Honorable 
Mention, Microplastics Survey



MRWC Scholarship for Sustainability

Each year, MRWC recognizes a senior from Fairfield Ludlowe and 
Warde High Schools for their study of and commitment to science and 
the environment. For generations, River-Lab Program volunteers have 
provided over 120,000 Fairfield students with unique opportunities 
to explore environmental science in a local watershed. We hope this 
scholarship encourages students to become leaders in environmental 
stewardship. 

Fairfield Ludlowe  
High School Recipient

Nicholis Imbrogno is 
now a freshman studying 
Environmental Science 
at the University of New 
Haven. He credits his  
study-trips to Mill River as 
one of the catalysts for his 
passion for the environment.

Fairfield Warde  
High School Recipient

Allison Milicia is now 
a freshman at Purdue 
University working in a lab 
to identify the effects of 
environmental stressors, 
such as road salts, on 
Daphnia, zooplankton. She 
vividly recalls her study-trips 
to Mill River, especially her 
first observation of plankton 
under the microscope.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION
The following individuals were 
honored for their service to the 
River-Lab Program at our Annual 
Picnic at the Mill, home of Jocelyn 
T. (Joy) Shaw. We sincerely 
appreciate their commitment 
and dedication to environmental 
science and the community.

Kingfisher Badge  
Guided at least 1 study-trip  
per grade level and at least  
10 study-trips total

Suzanne Graceffa 
Bob Weber 
Carmen Weber

5 Year Award 
Guided at least 5 years and  
received Kingfisher Badge

Steve Baker 
Heidi Gassel 
Juli Karacsonyi 
Malini Vyas

10 Year Award 
Guided at least 10 years and  
received Kingfisher Badge

Lynn Shavinsky

30 Year Award 
Guided at least 30 years and  
received Kingfisher Badge

Charlene Brauns-Schindler

KUDOS



Alison Genovese
MRWC has been the grateful beneficiary of Alison’s time and 
many talents since 2012. In that time, she has served as a guide, 
school captain, Grade 5 Co-Director, grant writer and Director 
of Curriculum for the River-Lab Program. Alison’s leadership 
of the multi-year project to realign the River-Lab Units with 
the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) has been her 
most significant contribution to our organization to date. The 
new Ecosystem Unit for Grade 5, scheduled for Spring 2020 
implementation, represents a huge milestone in the project. NGSS 
fundamentally changes the way students learn science. Read more 
about that in our Curriculum Spotlight on page 9.

In 2015, Alison became the Director of Curriculum. She brought  
to the role her certification in elementary education, more than  
15 years teaching experience in private and public schools across 
three states, and a Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction. 
Combined with her collaborative style, Alison’s background 
set the stage for a very successful partnership with Walter 
Wakeman, Fairfield Public Schools Program Director of Elementary 
Mathematics, Science and Enrichment.  

In addition to her accomplishments in curriculum, Alison had great 
success with grants. Most importantly, thanks to her application for 
a 2016 grant from the National Environmental Education Foundation, 
MRWC was awarded $5,000 to update our website.

VOLUNTEER 
OF THE YEAR
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“In the end, we will conserve only what we love.  
We will love only what we understand.  

We will understand only what we are taught.”

Sengalese - Baba Dioum
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River-Lab Ecosystem
This new Grade 5 Unit was developed, piloted and revised by the Curriculum 
Committee over the last three years. Alison Genovese directed the initiative, with 
leadership assistance from Nikki Vinoski beginning in 2019.  Other committee 
members include: Steve Baker, Carol Barrios, Amy Broderick, Sara Jannott, David 
McKinnis, Nicole Nuttall, Kate Plager, Christina Rescsanski, Carrie Rullo, Joy 
Shaw and Anne Weinrod.

In alignment with the Next Generation Science Standards, the Ecosystem Unit 
emphasizes student-driven inquiry rather than guide-delivered content. While 
on the study-trip, students actively observe natural phenomena in our local 
river basin system, focusing on interdependent relationships. Observations 
of organisms, and the ways in which they interact with each other and the 
environment, provide evidence students will employ as they assess this 
ecosystem’s health. 

Another significant change involves modeling the movement of energy. Using 
yarn, students form a web of connections between organisms in our river basin 
system. Then, dropping yarn bonds dramatically present the consequences of 
a disruption in the ecosystem’s balance (e.g., fertilizer runoff from neighboring 
properties).  

As before, the study-trip concludes with a classroom lab. Students use their 
own prism microscopes to look for plankton and insect larvae in the slow- and 
fast-moving water samples taken on the outdoor portion of the study-trip. They 
record observations by water sample location (slow or fast), water temperature, 
time and date of sample. Students analyze this data in order to understand the 
relationships between these factors and the quantity and types of plankton/larvae 
observed. 

This lab activity remains one of the most important lessons of the unit, as well 
as the one of the most memorable. Since plankton form the base of the aquatic 
food web and phytoplankton produce about half of earth's oxygen through 
photosynthesis, it is essential for students to recognize the optimal conditions 
for plankton (slow-moving water). Through this unit, students truly gain a new 
perspective on the interdependencies of all life on Earth!

CURRICULUM
SPOTLIGHT



Charlene Brauns-Schindler

At the Annual Awards Picnic, Charlene Brauns-Schindler was 
recognized for 30 years of dedicated volunteer work for MRWC 
and the River-Lab Program. In appreciation of her service to the 
community, Former First Selectman, Mike Tetreau, proclaimed  
May 30, 2019 Charlene Brauns-Schindler Day.

Charlene joined MRWC in the Fall of 1989 as a River-Lab Volunteer 
Guide for Jennings School. She proceeded to volunteer for all the 
remaining River-Lab study-trips for her four younger sons as they 
progressed through the Fairfield Public School System. Charlene 
continued to support the River-Lab Program long enough to enjoy 
guiding her two grandchildren through each of their four study-trips! 

30 years, 578.5 study-trips, 11,000+ students
Charlene has volunteered in every position within the River-Lab Program 
including: guide, model leader, Jennings School Captain, lab leader, 
scheduler at every grade level, grade-level director, and Program Advisor.  
As of December 2019, Charlene had participated in an astounding 578.5 
study-trips! We estimate that she has guided over 11,000 students on  
study-trips during her 30-year tenure.

Charlene has also provided leadership within MRWC, serving on the Board 
of Directors since 1991. During her terms on the Board, including 11 years 
as President, Charlene was deeply involved in the Garden Expo, the 50th 
Anniversary Planning Committee, and countless other events and programs 
sponsored by MRWC. 

This year, Charlene will be leaving the Board to spend more time with her 
family. We admire her spirit and are grateful for her many contributions to  
our organization and the community.

Photo by Tara Benyei

LUMINARY



Photo by Tara Benyei

TOP: Founders Walk, Riverfield Girl Scouts

MIDDLE L to R: 2019 Aquarion Environmental Champion Awards, National Trails Day at Ash Creek Estuary

BOTTOM L to R: Coastal Cleanup, RL 4 guides, Clam Clinic

COMMUNITY
A SAMPLING OF ACTIVITIES



Roxanne Abder 
Ciminiello

Callie Acker
Jenny Acquaviva
Anna Acunto
Jillian Adelsburg
Sarah Adhya
Daisy Alicea
Chasey Allen
Millie Alvarez
Derek Ambrosi
Tony Amon
Santhi Anand
Samantha Anderson
Maureen Anderson
Maggie Andrade
Lynne Andre
Carin Andreski
Lorena Arce
Brooke Armas
Anthony Aromando
Erica Asaro
Rebecca Ashby
Anissa Assous
Caroline Aufiero
Sonia Aviles
John Babich
Mary Kate Bader
Dianne Bae
Dave Bailey
Steve Baker
Erica Baker
Amy Banks
Scott Banta
Maria Baptista
Sophia Barisic
Amy Barrett (M)
Amy Barrett (NS)
Carol Barrios
Ali Bartlett
Don Barton
Tiffanie Barton
Jane Becker
Jess Becker
Nicole Beinstein
Robin Bernier
Jennifer Bernstein
Lisa Bertot
Magdalena 
Besterfield

Margaret Betza
Erin Biggins
Scott Bisang
Ellen Blomberg
Aamie Blow
Erin Blute

Christina Boehk
Laura Booth
Emily Bostrom
Dabney Bowen
Jim Bowen
Courtney Bradley
Joe Brady
Keara Brady
Laurie Branscombe
Charlene Brauns-
Schindler

Amy Broderick
Scott Broderick
Carley Brown
Rebecca Budzian
Ryan Burke
Audrey Burns
Tricia Caira
Amy Calandriello
Anna Campbell
Mary Campbell
Diana Carafotes
Michael Carafotes
Kristin Carbone
Annalise Caron
Wendy Carroll
Matt Carty
Richard Cassa
Amy Cawman
Jennifer Champagne
Amy T. Chapman
Armando Chavez
Michael Chiappetta
Gregg Chiota
Meghan Chiota
Nicole Chiravuri
Erica Chirunomula
Jane Cho
Colleen Cimador
Danielle Mennin 
Cohen

Nurit Cohen-Citron
Serene Compare
Kate Compton
Sally Connolly
Kasey Conrad
Camilla Cook
Laura Cook
Bettina Cooleen
Delia Coppola
Clare Corcoran
Jaime Corigliano
Heidi Cornell
Leslie Corrigan
James Corso
Louis Costa

Patrick Costanzo
Jim Costello
Elizabeth Courtney
Clare Coyne
Susan M. Coyne
Brenda Coyne
Taren Crevani
Katie Crews
Ryan Crum
Alison Cuccaro
Paula Cunningham
Kim Daly
Susan D'Andrea
Michelle Danehy
Lauren Davies
Gerri Davis
Heather DeGregorio
Michelle DeMartino
Priya Denton
Sara DeRose
Jay Desiderio
Charlie Digiacomo
Jon Dilley
Gabrielle Dinunzio
Christian Dockum
Meghann Dockum
Karen Dolzani
Gloria Domiziano
Teresa Domnauer
Angie Douich
Heather Dubrosky
Sarah Duff
Barbara Duggan
Erin Dwyer
Sarah Dzilinski
Owen Edminster
Ben Edwards
Bridget Edwards
Caroline Egervari
Burke Ellingson
Carey Eng
Christina Epstein
Laura Equale
Linda Erickson
Sarah Evans
Andrew Evans
Kim Fahey
Sandy Farber
Paige Faunce
Brian Feely
Sara Feica
Amy Ferraro
Monika Filipek
Julie Finneran
Joan Fish
Michelle Fleisher

Lisa Fleming
Stacey Fletcher
Andrea Flynn
Dan Fodor
Jennifer Fogarty
Alison Foito
Jamie Foley
Taralyn Fonseca
Valerie Ford
Stephen Forte
Kelly Foster
Karen Fox
Erin French
Max Joshua Fried
Robin Fukuyama
Nancy Fuller
Angela Furlong
Erin Fusco
Jason Gagnon
Job Galan
Nicole Gammino
Mary Kate Gardiner
Bowman Garrett
Heidi Gassel
Heather Gately
Svetlana Gavric
Steven Geaney
Amy Geckeler
Alison Genovese
Adam Gentile
Kathleen Gisby
David Giudice
Trisha Glaser
Anna Gold
Jessica Goldberg
Jenny Goldstein
Raf Gonzalez
Sylvia Grabowska
Suzanne Graceffa
Kimberly Grant
Maureen Greco
Cathy Grosshart
Noah Gruder
Kristin Gryga
Carol Guernsey
Jim Guzzi
Shelley Hall
Meg Hall
Noelle Hanington
Sharol Harwood
Meghan Hathaway
Kristin Hathaway
Lisa Haughton
Corina Havard
Paul Haze
Jen Heitzman

Beth Hensel
Paige Heredia
Kerry Hind
Pamela Holden
Whit Holden
Matt Holden
Lindsay Holland
Christine Holland
Amy Holt
Jeff Holt
Jackson Hommel
Joyelle Hood
Laura Horne
Joseph Iannelli
Jim Idiart
Noah Igram
Satish Itty
Melissa Jacobson
Cristin Jameson
Hugh Jamieson
Mary Janacek
Sara Jannott
Beronica Jara
Difeson Jeanty
Jared Jenkins
Jennifer Jenkins
Beth Jodice
Adrienne Johnston
Matthew Karaban
Juli Karacsonyi
Jennifer Keating
Jeff Keener
Jennifer Kelley
Christine Kelly
Jill Kenney
Keric Kenny
Rebecca Kern
Laura King
Kelly Kingston
Lulu Kleinbeck
Erin Kleinman
Alexandra Klufas
Reini Knorr
Nicole Kofoed
Daniella Kohler
Jocelyn Kramer
Andrea Krollman
Sonali Kurel
Eric Kurzenberger
Darci LaBash
Suzanne LaBella
Caroline Lacey
Gail Lacugna
Meg Lahey
Colleen Lahey
Brooke Lalumiere

VOLUNTEER
GUIDES



Jenn LaPlante
Ethan Larkin
Leslie LaSala
Anna Lawrence
Karen Lawson
Debbie Lee
Kristine Lefebvre
Bridget Lesizza
Joseph Liotta
Heather Lipkind
Isaac Liu
Kristen Londono
Jay Lore
Jackie Lore
Lynsey Lotty
Laura Luciani
James M. Lugo
Mary Lupo
Alexis Macilvain
Keith Magner
MaryAnn Mahfouz
Chetna Mallarapu
Hannah Mallon
Madison Markham
Laurie Markus
Sarah Marshall
Ana Martinez
Joy Martini
Agnella Matic
Michelle McBean
Cathleen 
McCormick

Chris McCoy
Maureen McKenna
Amy McKernan
David McKinnis
Michele McMahon
Liz McManus
Jessica McManus
Maeve McManus
Monica McMullen
David Meader
Brian Meath
Eryn Meiers
Carrie Menozzi
Dana Merchant
DJ Meyer
Mollie Milano
Gabby Miller
Erica Miller
Cameron Millington
Molly Millott
Tom Minogue
Pia Miranda
Ian Miserocchi
Jack Mocarski

Brian Monahan
Kelli Montanaro
Andra Moore
Michelle Moore
Virginia Moreno-
Castro

Erin Morris
Tricia Morrisroe
Alison Mortimer
Ashley Moser
Brendan Murphy
Berkeley Murray
Erin Myers
Faye Mylen
Michael Nanai
Sarah Neafsey
Rosina Negron
Erica Negron
Nicole Nevard
Renee Newton
Mariam Njie
Heather Nokta
Laura Norton
Nicole Nuttall
Magda Nyiri
Deirdre Obolewicz
Alison O'Connor
Mary O'Dell
Melissa Ogunsuyi
Stephanie O'Hara
Kate O'Mahony
Barbra Ondis
Tracey O'Neill
Jodie Ortega
Ken Osborn
Stephanie Oscar
Wendy T. 
Papageorge

Lucas Papageorge
Belinda Papageorge
Rena Paris
Dennis Parker
Gretchen Patterson
Kimberly Patton
Carl Pavano
Matt Peccini
Victor Pellegrini
Beth Peto
Ann-Marie Petri
Anthony Phillips
Elissa Piazzaroli
Seema Pillai
Tina Poff
Brian Pope
Ami Jayne Powers
Melissa Quan

Kristin Rainville
Sonal Rajan
Suzanne Ramsteck
Lauren Raps
Alana Reagan
Jonathan Reddy
Diana Reed
Jessica Reisberg
Christina Rescsanski
John Reynolds
Jim Riccobono
Emily Rigo
Katie Rippey
Jennifer Roche
Quynh Rodriguez
Ed Roman
Katie Romeo
Deirdre Ronan
Melanie Ross
Sarah Ross
Max Rothman
Emma Rothman
Robert Rowley
Sarah Roy
Valerie Rubio
Melanie Ruggieri
Carrie Rullo
Jon Russell
Erin Russo
Michael Russo
Stash Rutkowski
Pam Ryan
Olivia Sandberg
Jim Santa Barbara
Matt Sargeant
Sheila Sargent
Joe Sargent
Azra Sarkinovic
Kassandra Savicki
Alison Savona
Max Sawers
Anne-Marie Scali
Stephanie Schacher
Bryana Schrum
Sarah Schunk
Peter Schwinn
Kathy Seabrook
Daina Senatore
Jack Seraphin
Thomas Seraphin
Erica Serrano
Diana Sewell
Cindy Shanley
Andrea Shantz
Anjali Sharma
Lynn Shavinsky

Laura Shea
Cathy Sheffer
Adriane Sherman
Jennifer Sherriff
Lakin Shostak
Courtenay Sicre
Ewa Sidwa
Lee Siegel
Erika Silva
Brittany Simonis
Linda Sales Smith
Leigh Smith
Jay Soltis
Jinnie Song
Charlie Sousa
Andy Spizzirri
Christina Spizzirri
Nikole St. Peter
Chris Staecker
Kristen Staikos
Rich Stein
Hugh Stein
Stephanie Stellato
Christina Strait
Jonathan Strait
Torey Strauser
Missy Straza
Eric Sundman
Sabina Sura
Dawn Svendsen
Teryl Taglieri
Hui Tao
Laura Tavella
Alexander Taylor
Lisa Tennaro
Marcia Tenreiro
Linda Terrell
Lori Tiedje
Nick Tipert
Kerry Tolisano
Heather Toll
Jennifer Tomasulo
Page Tremaine
Amber Tresca
Trevor Uhl
Josh Usdavin
Sam Vail
Cheryl Vallerie
Natalie Van Dalen
Dan Van Horne
Cristy Van Popering
Lisa Vancho
Amy Vanderbes
Michele Vendig
Ray Villaflor
Nikki Vinoski

Jennifer von Wahlde
Michael von Wahlde
Malini Vyas
Jeff Wade
Victoria Wagenbach
Jennifer Wagner
Cindy Wakeman-
D'Andrea

Danielle Walker
Andrew Walsh
Xia Wang
Andrea Ward
Deb Warren
Carolyn Wasserlauf
Kathy Watcke
Bob Weber
Carmen Weber
Sam Weinstein
Kimberly Weisberg
Marney White
Tom Wilder
Sarah Williams
Jennifer Wingate
Debbie Winthal
Amy Yann
Abbi Yap
Alexis Yates
Amelia Yoder
Caroline Young
Keenan Yu
Simona Zanelli
Heather Ziac
Jasmine Zinser
Daniella Zlatarev
Jennifer Zold



$10-49
Frances Baldwin
Dr. Iris Bork-Goldfield
Cathy Deitrick
Anne DiFrancesco
Frank DiZoglio, Jr.
Krista Grant
Marge Gray
Roger E. Lasky
Christine Magliocco
Linda Murphy
Sandra Naughton
Sarah Richardson
Stephanie Schacher
Marilyn Smith Barone

$50-99
The Amicucci Family
Kathryn Braun
B. Skubly Butts
Linda Chandler
Roberta Clark
Mary Beth Colleran
Maria & Vincent DiPierro
Elizabeth Sweeney  
Giving Fund

Lynn Fantom & 
 Fred Stern

Alan Feldman
Joyce & Tom Flynn
Deb & Josh Garskof
Mary M. Gasker
Lori Hashizume
Carole Heller
Jack Kadden
Maureen Kane
Jeanette & David  
McMahon

Ellen Moore

$100-199
Eugenia Bourne
Jonathan Dilley
Fairfield Ludlowe High 
School Eco Club

Alan & Alana Fodeman
Dennis & Donna Gallo
Alison Genovese
Douglas & Claudia Hoffman
Sara Jannott
Kathleen Kane
Brian Kelahan
William Kenny
Elizabeth Kontomerkos
Engelberg Kristy Animal 
Hospital

Dr. & Mrs. William C. Nash
Pengue Charitable Account
Mindy Powlishen
Christina Rescsanski
Diane Rossiter
Scott E. Thompson
Roger W. Van Voorhees
Mike Widmer
Yvonne Zeisler

$200-499
Dabney & Michael Bowen
Kiersten Chou
Brian Fagan
Fairfield Garden Club
Holly Franquet
Janet Banks-Mott &  
Peter T. Mott

Steve & Kate O'Mahony
Ruscito and Head Family 
Foundation

Sasqua Garden Club
John Selig
Jill & Rick Woolworth

$500-999
Burr Elementary School PTA
Fairfield Woods Middle 
School PTSA

Mary Hogue & Guy 
Gleysteen

Megan & Phil Hogan
Holland Hill School PTA
Jennings School PTA
Reini & Michael Knorr
McKinley School PTA
David & Elizabeth McKinnis
Mill Hill School PTA, Inc.
Michael Money
The North Stratfield PTA
Nicole & Paul Nuttall
Osborn Hill School PTA
Pam Ritter
Riverfield School PTA
Roger Ludlowe Middle 
School PTA

Roger Sherman School PTA
Carrie & Steve Rullo
The Ruth Krauss Foundation
Stratfield PTA, Inc.
Timothy Dwight School PTA
Tomlinson Middle School 
PTA

CONTRIBUTORS



We extend sincere gratitude to all who supported our 
work in 2019. Every contribution improves our programs 
educating the community to be stewards of the Earth.

$1000+
Aquarion Water Company
Marta Jo Lawrence
Irwin and Dorothy Nessel 
Foundation

Lynn Shavinsky
Jocelyn T. Shaw
Town of Fairfield 

MATCHING GIFT COMPANIES
The Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation

The GE Foundation
The Health-e Giving Fund
Pitney Bowes Foundation
Robert Half

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Adelman 
Lynn Fantom & Fred Stern

Mary Hogue, Environmental 
Champion
Aquarion Water Company

Kevin Michael Moore
Jocelyn T. Shaw

Joy Shaw
Jill & Rick Woolworth

Anne Weinrod’s birthday
Cathy Dietrick

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF
Harry L. Shaw
Jocelyn T. Shaw

GOODS AND SERVICES
Jillian Adelsburg
Samantha Anderson
Aquarion Water Company
Steve Baker
Amy Barrett
Carol Barrios
David J. Bebon, D Bebz 
Apparel

Tara Benyei Photography
Erin Blute
Dabney Bowen
Courtney Bradley
Charlene Brauns-Schindler
Yoana Brecker
Amy Broderick
Carley Brown
Capitol Photo Interactive
Nicole Chiravuri
Erica Chirunomula
Kiersten Chou
Roberta C. Clark
Robert Clark
Danielle Mennin Cohen
Kate Compton
Sally Connolly
Hannah Corbett
Alison Cuccaro
Jessica Curtis
Susan D'Andrea
Jon Dilley
Mary Donovan
Laura Equale
Sarah Felice Evans
Fairfield Ludlowe High 
School Eco Club

Fairfield Stone &  
Landscape Supply, LLC

Julie Finneran
Erin French
Nancy Fuller
Andrew Fuller
Donna Gallo
Deb Garskof

Heidi Gassel
Bob Gassel
Jennifer Geaney
Alison Genovese
Guy Gleysteen
Jessica Goldberg
Raf Gonzalez
Kristin Gryga
Carol Guernsey
Emmeline Harrigan
Alexis Harrison
Megan Hogan
Mary Hogue
Pamela Holden
Twig Holland
Erica Hunt
Sara Jannott
Shannon Joerchel
Juli Karacsonyi
Jennifer Keating
Laura King
Reini Knorr
Suzanne LaBella
Brooke Lalumiere
Kristine Lefebvre
Kimberly Markham
Cathleen McCormick
David McKinnis
Rosilene Mittelsteadt
Erin Morris
Sarah Neafsey
Nori Studios
Tyler Nuttall
Nicole Nuttall
Paul Nuttall
Alison O'Connor
Kate O'Mahony
Rena Paris
Mindy Powlishen
Christina Rescsanski
Joseph C. Risola
Pam Ritter
Deirdre Ronan
Carrie Rullo
Alison Savona

Ed Schindler
Scholars and Athletes 
Serving Others (SASO), 
Fairfield Chapter

Lynn Shavinsky
Joy Shaw
Jennifer Sherriff
Jessica Slippen
Nikole St. Peter
Subha Sunder
Sustainable Fairfield  
Task Force

Dawn Svendsen
Bridget Toothaker
Trader Joe's Company
Nikki Vinoski
Jennifer Wagner
Ann Waldemar
Andrea Ward
Bob Weber
WeCare Denali
Anne Weinrod
Mike Widmer
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OFFICERS
President
Lynn Shavinsky

Vice President
Carrie Rullo

Treasurer
Megan Hogan 
Mindy Powlishen

Recording Secretary
Deborah Garskof 
Kiersten Chou

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Steve Baker
Charlene Brauns-Schindler 
Jon Dilley 
Mary Hogue 
Reini Knorr 
Nicole Nuttall (Ex Officio) 
Kate O'Mahony 
Christina Rescsanski 
Subha Sunder 
Mike Widmer

ADVISORS TO THE BOARD
Lincoln W. Craighead, Engineering

Brian Fagan, Education

MRWC and River-Lab Program 
Founder/Author/Illustrator
Jocelyn T. (Joy) Shaw

Director of Curriculum
Alison Genovese

Co-Director of Curriculum
Nikki Vinoski

Roberta Clark, Office Manager

RIVER-LAB OFFICERS
Advisors
Nicole Nuttall

Directors
Dabney Bowen: RL Estuary Co-Director
Nancy Fuller: RL3
Sara Jannott: RL5
Sarah Neafsey: RL4
Nicole Nuttall: RL Estuary Co-Director
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“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,  
committed citizens can change the world; indeed,  

it is the only thing that ever has.”

Margaret Mead
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INCOME 12/31/2019 12/31/2018

Donations  
General/Memorial 16,383.00  15,248.10 
Annual appeal 6,825.00  2,040.00
Company Match 650.00  1,362.50 
PTA donations 7,000.00  6,000.00 

Subtotal Donations $30,858.00  24,650.60 

River-Lab Program Income 12,460.00  12,615.00 

Fundraising Income  
Special Events 0.00  5,127.01
Amazon Smile 129.73  95.29
Merchandise/Other 100.00  1,403.51
Social Media 600.00  0.00 

Subtotal Fundraising  829.73    6,625.81  

Grants 500.00  2,400.00 
Dividend/Interest Income 2,174.20  2,014.11 

TOTAL INCOME 46,821.93  48,305.52 

EXPENSES  

MRWC Expenses  
Operating Expenses 4,301.93  4,222.69
Insurance 2,686.80  13,144.20
Storage  3,023.00  2,974.50
Scholarship Fund 500.00  500.00
Community Outreach 477.23  0.00 

Subtotal MRWC Expenses 10,988.96  20,841.39 

River-Lab Program Expenses 6,792.23  5,225.50 

Payroll Expenses 23,177.55  22,118.25 

Fundraising Expenses 116.89  120.11 

Total Expenses 41,075.63  48,305.25 

NET CASH FLOW 5,746.30  0.27 

INVESTMENTS  

Vanguard Inter-Term Treasury Funds 42,358.77  39,852.86 
Vanguard Inter-Term Treasury Funds* 27,467.28  26,783.18 
Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Funds* 23,832.90  23,006.46

TOTAL INVESTMENTS 93,658.95  89,642.50 

*These restricted investments are funds from HUD for the dam restoration. 
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“If the path be beautiful, let us not ask where it leads.”

Anatole France



Mill River Wetland Committee, Inc.
203.259.1847
P.O. Box 38
Fairfield, CT 06824

mrwc-fairfield.org
We're Social | Follow us 

Mill River Wetland Committee, Inc. is  
a locally founded non-profit organization. 
We believe the most powerful protection 
for our environment comes through 
education. The River-Lab Environmental 
Science Program is our signature 
curriculum, through which school 
children visit a local river to learn about 
the importance of watersheds and how 
to protect them. In addition, MRWC 
is proud to engage our community in 
environmental issues and advocate  
for continued watershed protection.

https://www.instagram.com/mrwc_fairfield
https://www.facebook.com/MillRiverWetlandCommittee
https://www.twitter.com/mrwc_fairfield
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mill-river-wetland-committee

