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Celebrating 50 Years Of Our Mission  
To educate the community about the value of watersheds, 
to advocate for their continued protection, and to engage 
all people in the fight to protect our environment

Highlights2016

Mill River Day: October 17, 2016 
The Mill River Wetland Committee held a ceremony 
celebrating fifty years of service and continuing 
commitment to the community on Mill River Day. After 
words from the current Board President Lynn Shavinsky, 
and remarks from our founder Joy Shaw, there was 
a proclamation by Michael Tetreau, Fairfield’s First 
Selectman. There was a Grade 4 ground water model 
activity for everyone to participate in, lead by River-Lab 
Advisor, Christina Rescanski. The event attracted town 
officials, educators, past and present volunteers as well  
as private citizens and was televised on the  
HAN Network.

•  A total of 3302 of students and 626 volunteer guides 
participated in River-Lab. 

•  Establishment of a new scholarship in honor of our 
50th year: The scholarship will be awarded to two 
Fairfield high school students starting in 2017.

•  Collaboration with Fairfield History Museum’s Rising 
Tides exhibition: MRWC Curriculum Director staffed a 
booth at the museum and led walks at the estuary and 
the river and participated in a Family Fun Day.

•  Hosted Community walks for the public: Participants 
joined the founder at the river and  
the estuary.

•  Hosted volunteer picnic: Spring event held to 
recognize all our wonderful dedicated volunteers.

• Successful expansion of fundraising efforts:

–    Awarded a grant from the National Environmental 
Education Foundation for $5000 to develop an 
updated, interactive website. Thank you to grant 
writer Alison Genovese!

–    Awarded Estuary workshop grant to use for water 
monitoring.

–    Started hosting a popular Trivia Night that provided 
the opportunity for fun and fundraising while getting 
our message out to the general public.

–    Participated in Fairfield County Giving Day and raised 
close to $2000!

•  Welcomed two new members to the Board:  
Sheila Marmion and Julie Gottlieb, both who are 
active members of the Fairfield community and helped 
shape our 2016 focus.

Selectman Mike Tetreau, Joy Shaw, 
and Stephen Tracy Interim Fairfield 
Superintendent—Mill River Day
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We are proud to celebrate 50 years of the Mill River Wetland Committee, 
Inc. this year. In looking back at our history, we realize what we need to 
keep our organization strong for another 50 years. In the community, we 
renewed our commitment to engaging the public to advocate for a healthy 
river and wetland system by expanding the educational experiences we 
offer. Our River-Lab program was enhanced to provide the most effective 
hands-on educational opportunities for the students. We refocused on the 
opportunity to train adults effectively through updated guide training. We 
also began to offer components of the program in conjunction with other 
organizations such as the Great Beginnings Montessori estuary trip, the 
Fairfield Historical Museum’s Rising Tides exhibition, and Non-Profit day 
at the Beardsley Zoo. We will continue to reach out to partner with other 
organizations and participate in community events to widen our influence.

In addition to our external growth, we recognized that we also needed to 
develop within the organization. The board committed to using a non-profit 
assistance group to develop marketing and branding strategies to increase 
recognition of the organization. Trivia Night, Fairfield County Giving Day and 
social media have added new avenues for fundraising to a larger audience. 
A grant from the National Environmental Education Foundation is providing 
an interactive, updated website to better communicate our mission and 
activities beyond our current audience. 

The proclamation of Mill River Day by First Selectman, Mike Tetreau 
was the perfect way to model what MRWC represents. The combination 
of individuals, such as Joy Shaw, who have spent years devoting time 
and effort to the program alongside parent guides at their first training 
reinforced the unique structure of our organization. Representatives of the 
community participated with Fairfield residents from varied backgrounds 
to share in the excitement of using the grade 4 model of the groundwater 
system. In 2016, we celebrated the strong foundation of environmental 
education that MRWC has provided for 50 years and designed the building 
process that will shape the next 50. 

President 
Lynn Shavinsky

President’s Report

Board of Directors2016

2016



Program Advisor 
Christina Rescsanski

Co-Directors 
Carol Barrios—RL3 & RL4 
Sara Jannott—RL5 
Nicole Nuttall—RL6

Gear Managers 
Heidi Gassel 
Tyler Waddell
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Steve Baker 
Carol Barrios 
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Allison Genovese 
Sara Jannott 
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Reini Knorr 
David McKinnis 
Michele Meehan 
Nicole Nuttall 
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Lynn Shavinsky 
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Officers & Staff2016

Mill River Wetland Study Group 
Awards and Recognitions

At the year-end Volunteer 
Recognition Picnic held in June at 
the home of our founder Joy Shaw, 
twenty volunteer guides were 
recognized for their commitment to 
the River-Lab Program.

The following ten volunteers earned 
their Kingfisher Badge for being 
trained at all Grade levels (3,4,5,and 
6)and have guided at least one trip 
at each of those levels and a career 
total of 10 study-trips.

Courtney Bradley
Alicia Bratton
Susan Buck
Heidi Gassel
Kerri Devine
Amy Hios
Megan Hogan
Stephanie Kelly
Jennifer LaFalce
Vinny Matregrano
Claudine Mears
Mayra Otalora
Christy Ottaviano
Laura Shea
Subha Sunder

The following five volunteers 
earned their Silver Kingfisher Pin 
for guiding a minimum of 5 years 
(which need not be consecutive), 
received their Kingfisher Badge and 
have a career total of 25 study-
trips. Or alternatively, have guided 
a minimum of 5 years (which need 
not be consecutive) and have a 
career total of 50 study-trips insert 
after minimum of 5 years.

Sara Jannott
Nicole Nuttall
Magda Nyiri
Michelle Stearns
Subha Sunder

We truly appreciate their dedication 
to bringing environmental science 
to life for the students of Fairfield

Volunteer Recognition Picnic  
at home of Joy Shaw

Mill River Wetland Study Group Report



Overview of the River-Lab Program  
We educate over 3,000 students each year about local 
river basin systems. In addition, 600 adult volunteers are 
trained to serve as guides for outdoor study-trips that 
help Fairfield public and parochial elementary and middle 
school students learn about environmental science.

Volunteer Recognition Picnic  
at home of Joy Shaw



Highlights2016

Specific ReportsGrade

✔  Over 600 parents volunteered as guides this year! 
High levels of involvement by the community in our 
organization thanks to proactive recruiting. 

✔  Revised guide trainer scripts for all grade levels: 
Ensuring all guide trainers are up to date with 
science standards from the Common Core.

✔  New specialized training meeting for Grade 6  
guides –Training reflected the unique needs of  
Grade 6 trainers

Grade 3 | The Living River Basin System

–   Beautiful weather made for great student trips which 
ran and concluded on schedule.

–    Students observed various habitats that the river has 
made and organisms that live in those habitats.

–   Grade 3 goes Green by using emails containing 
information about the trip for parents to review with 
their students instead of using paper handouts.

–   Grade 3 plans to invest in new fish and frog models 
in the upcoming year.

Grade 4 | A Basin in Balance

–   Experienced and new model leaders and guides ran 
fun, successful trips with students.

–   Students participated in “raining” on groundwater 
models and observing absorbent and non-absorbent 
surfaces.

–   Grade 4 goes Green by using emails containing 
information about the trip for parents to review with 
their students instead of using paper handouts.

River-Lab Program

Grade 3 students “raining” on their model river

Grade 4 students “raining” on the developed 
surface of the groundwater model



River-Lab Study- 
Trip Summary2016

Grade 5 | Productivity of a River Basin System  
in Spring

–    Guide and student safety improved by the 
Conservation Department through removal of 
exposed roots and trail leveling.

–   Students enjoyed trips to the Mill River floodplain, 
with only a few weather-related trip changes.

–    Students observed emerging plant and animal life 
and collected water samples containing plankton for 
analysis in the classroom microscope lab. 

–   Snakes wrapped up together in a shrub were 
observed. Turns out they were mating! 

–   Co-director, Sara Jannott, saved the day with quick-
thinking when severe weather made it impossible 
to take students outdoors on a scheduled trip. Two 
parent guides brought the trip to the students. Using 
water samples and a Smart Board, the students 
enjoyed a lively lesson about wetland organisms 
and applied that in a microscope plankton Lab 
afterwards. 

Grade 6 | River as a Link to the Sea 
Basin Management and Estuarine Dynamics:

–    Great numbers of parent volunteers and 
Environmental Science Advanced Placement high 
school student participation. 

–   AP students received study-trip training in the 
classroom instead of coming to the estuary. They 
then applied this training on the study-trips and were 
able to help the Grade 6 students at the lab stations. 

–   At the estuary, students measured various estuarine 
factors and observed plants and animals at 10 
activity stations. 

–   One reworked activity station now includes 
measuring ph of water, learning about salinity, 
dissolved oxygen and how changing conditions and 
climate change affects these values.

5.3:1
Excellent Student to Guide Ratio 
5.3 students to 1 volunteer guide

 3302 

Students participating in 2016 study-trips

626
Volunteer Guides

426
Volunteer participation growth up from 200 in 2006

 
River-Lab Program Grade Levels Key 

RL3: Grade 3 / RL4: Grade 4 / RL5: Grade 5 / RL6: Grade 6

RL6 total includes 44 AP Environmental Science and Alternative  

High School Students

 Guides

 Students Experienced New Total 
Guides

Student/Guide 
Ratio

RL3 830 55 111 166 5.0

RL4 808 41 115 156 5.2

RL5 837 55 117 172 4.9

RL6 827 34 98 132 6.3

Total 3302 185 441 626 5.3

Grade 5 students putting their plankton 
sample in the pan to bring back to the 
classroom and “catching” and observing 
plankton in their water sample



Subha Sunder

–   Subha started guiding in 2009 and has been involved at all levels since. 
After serving as captain from 2010-2013, she was then Co-Director for 
three years. Subha greatly improved our program with her dedication, 
efficiency, enthusiasm and professionalism. 

–   When she accepted the award, she spoke movingly about the 
significance of River-Lab and what it means to the students and  
people of Fairfield.

–   Her favorite saying explains her love of River-Lab: “Tell me I’ll forget, 
show me I’ll remember, involve me I will understand.”

The 2016 Volunteer of the Year Award was presented by  
Charlene Brauns-Schindler to Subha Sunder. 

 Volunteer  
of the Year2016

“ Tell me I’ll forget. Show me,  
I’ll remember. Involve me;  
I will understand.”  

Subha Sunder’s favorite saying

Grade 6 students at the Ash Creek Estuary 
making observations and collecting data

Subha Sunder, 2016 Volunteer of the Year center with Board President Charlene 
Brauns-Schindler, left, and incoming President Lynn Shavinsky, right 



Looking forward to 2017  
We plan to continue to celebrate MRWCs 50th 
year and River-Lab’s 50th (2017-2018) with fun and 
fundraising activities. We are expanding our role within 
the community by partnering with other organizations.
Our Gala celebration is in the planning stages for Fall of 
2017. We look forward to seeing you at some of these 
upcoming events. 



(continued Looking forward to 2017)  
It’s difficult to say how the new science standards will affect River-Lab Program operations. Fairfield Public Schools 
new science curriculum will be approved by May 2017, but until then we have only a few guidelines to follow. MRWC 
will continue to work with the Fairfield Public Schools to update and improve the services provided to the District as 
they adjust their curriculum. As of now, the Fairfield BOE has told us to continue with RL 3, 4 and 5 for 2017-2018 
but RL6 may need to move to Grade 7. Our best approach is to stay flexible, adapt quickly and advocate strongly 
for our program so we can continue to make science come to life for our students to learn and enjoy.

MRWC supports its programs through fundraising events, grants, memberships, donations, and fees generated 
from the implementation of the River-Lab Program. The program fees received by MRWC account for less than 
one-third of the actual cost needed to provide the River-Lab Program to students. In recent years, we have worked 
diligently to reduce regular expenses of the program. We anticipate a significant expense going forward to fund 
revisions to the curriculum of the River-Lab Program in order to align with Common Core. Therefore, our focus is to 
expand our fundraising initiatives for the next year.

Roxanne Abder
Callie Acker
Kristen Adams
Jillian Adelsburg
Todd Agee
Krista Alecia
Janine Alianiello
Chasey Allen
Maureen Anderson
Samantha Anderson
Carin Andreski
Rob Andujar
Courtney Arico
Rachel Aroeste
Faith Aronson
Anne Asher
Sadacie Auer
Brianna Auray
Marybeth Auszura
Dianne Bae
Kirsten Baker
Steve Baker
Carly Baldyga
Maria Baptista
Mandy Barber
Amy Barnouw
Amy Barrett
Carol Barrios
Edward Bateson
Margaret Bayers
Jane Becker
Jenn Bernstein
Samantha Bernstein
Magdalena 
Besterfield

Jim Biardi
Lenka Biardi
Shirley Blaier-Stein
Timothy Blow
Erin Blute
Neelu Bothra
Joe Bovine

Mireille Bovine
Dabney Bowen
Amy Bowley
Keara Brady
Charlene Brauns-
Schindler

Vivienne Brennan
Matthew Brewster
Nora Briechle
Will Brisman
Kyle Brivett
Lynne Brocklesby
Carley Brown
Claudia P. Brown
Jamie Brown
Liz Brown
Maura Brum
Susan Buck 
Betsy Buhrendorf
Martina Burin
Aby Burns
Letitia Burton
Diana Cadan
Elizabeth Calabro
Amy Calandriello
Dan Camarro
Mary Campbell
Susan Carbine
Anthony Carbone
Lisa Carbone
Lisa Cariddi
Jennifer Carozza
Pamela Carter
Matt Carty
Beth Catanesi
Jennifer 
Champagne

Michelle Chapman
Olivia Charney
Ed Chervansky
Nicole Chiravuri
Mayling Chow

Veronica Ciccarone
Chrysty Cichella
Frank Ciminiello
Ann Cimino
Susan Cipollaro
Logan Ciuci
Kara Clegg
Paula Cocozza
Danielle Mennin 
Cohen

Dana Colangelo
Serene Compare
Claire Conde
Sally Connolly
Patrick Costanzo
Brenda Coyne
Bridget Coyne
Julie Crager
Caroline Crawford
MaryAnne 
Cristodero 

Elizabeth Crume
Paula Cunningham
Piper Curtin
Claudine Cutri
Ela Dalka
David Davis
Zsuzsanna Deer
Heather DeGregorio
Amy B. deLannoy
Alexandra D’Elia
Kelly DePiano
Greg Diamond
Margaret Diaz
Michael DiGennaro
Jon Dilley
Janelle DiLorenzo
Tara Dionne
Jeff Doerner
Lynn Dolynchuk
Teresa Domnauer
Meredith Donahue

Kimberly Donohue
Patrick Donovan
Madelen Drew
Barbara Duggan
Kyra Dwyer
Melissa Edwards
Fumino Elbrish
Melvin Encarnacion
Lisa English
Linda Erickson
Cheryl Eustace
Erol Eyikan
Nicole Fasold
Josh Feay
Brian Feely
Daphne Fernandes
Heather Ferrone
Michael Ferrone
Jacqueline Fiedler
Andy Fieweger
Julie Finneran
Nathalie Finzi
Ed Firgeleski
Kim Flynn
Philip Flynn
Alison Foito
Melissa Fossi
Karen Fox
Kristin Frame
Gail Francolini
Brendon Frey
Robin Fukuyama
Erin Fusco
Gareth Gacetta
Keith Gallinelli
Nicole Gammino
Lina Gardauske
Mary Kate Gardiner
Beth Gardner
Alissa Gatenby
Kristina Gates
Geoffrey Gaugler

Jen Geaney
Amy Geckeler
Alison Genovese
Karen Genovese
Stephanie Gervasi
Dawn Gitman
Jessica Goldberg
Sheli Goldstein
Danielle Gontowski  
Adam Goodman
Heather Goodson
Catharina Goosen
Kathleen Gouley
Suzanne Graceffa
Kim Grant
Anna Green
Alisa Grignano
Cathy Grosshart
Alex Grutkowsky
Karen Guastelle
Denesh 
Gunasekarampulle

Michelle Gurner
Tara Guth
Elaine McLaughlin 
Halliday

Abigail Hanson
Michael Harwood
Sharol Harwood
Olivia Hatch
Jon Haufe
Susan Haufe
Lisa Haughton
Matthew Havens
Jill Hedman
Lydia Heilmann
Lucy Hermann
Mia Hermsen
Ryan Herring
Mindy Hersh-
Walters

Sue Hickey

Volunteer Guides2016



Mary Hillis
Katie Hoffkins
Pamela Holden
Molli Hourihan
Matt Hutzelmann
Jason Hyde
Pam Iannazzo
Danielle Jaber
Lee Jacobs
Keith Jamaitis
Sara Jannott
Alexandra Jennett
Jana Joham
Lonna Johansen
Aisling Johnston
Beth Jones
Cathy Jones
Nina Josko
Tammy Julian
Bill Juthnas
Ari Kambas
Susan Kamin
Sireesha Kancharla
Kathi Kane
Tricia Kane
Juli Karacsonyi
Ioanna Karageorge
Arlene Kardos
David Karpel
Sam Keene
Lynne Kelly
James Kennedy
Gretchen Kenny
Kelly Kenny
Christina Kidwell
Melissa Kinasewitz
Laura King
Kelly Kingston
Lizzy Knisely
Carolyn Knott
Holly Kohler
Anne Koth
Tim Kotos
Andrea Krollman
Rachel Kushel
Colleen Lahey
Meg Lahey
Brooke Lalumiere
Jenn LaPlante
Karolen LaRose
Leslie LaSala
Chris Leavay
April Leech
Sarah Leite
Kristina Leonardo
Elise LeScoezec
Carlotta Leung 
Elliott

Kate Levieff
Bonnie Liang
Joshua Evan 
Lippman

Lynsey Lotty
Jennifer Lubarsky
Gina Luczaj

Cameron Luther
Ashley Macdaniel
Tom Malone
Karen Mannello
Sarah Marshall
Shannon Martino
Laura Martinsen
Janice Massey
Lollie Mathews
Vinny Matregrano
Irma Matuk
Shauna Mauri
Mary Mayer
Kim Mazzeo
Amy McCarthy
Shannon McCartney
Margaret McClure
Eileen McCormack
Siobhan 
McCormack

Alison McCoy
Mark McDermott
Mike McGoldrick
Theresa McIntosh
Maureen McKenna
Amy McKernan
David McKinnis
Aidan McLaughlin
Michele McMahon
Elizabeth McManus
Kate McManus
Vivian McMullen
John McNamee, Jr.
Jessica McPhail
Michele Meehan
Suzee Meehan
Janet Megdadi-
Sachs

Kate Melnick
Arri Melody
Jeanie Melvin
Carrie Menozzi
Leslie Mertz
Sandy Mieczkowski
Trisha Mihan
Megan Mikos
Sherry Milam
Mary Jane Miller
Molly Millott
Kathleen Mills
Greg Minsky
Nicole Miranda
Will Mitola
Frank Mollica
Brian Monahan
Gillian Mongirdas
Michelle Moore
Mindy Morgan
Erin Morris
Katie Morris
Alison Mortimer
Ashley Moser
Chris Mozelowski
Jack Murphy
Berkeley Murray

Faye Mylen
Jennifer Nakos
Priya Narang
Dan Neafsey
Sarah Neafsey
Justin Ng
Helena Nichols 
Kristin Nierman
Nick Novia
Nicole Nuttall
Bill Nyiri
Magda Nyiri
Mary O’Dell
Kathryn O’Mahony
Robin O’Neil
Tracey O’Neill
Loraine Orban
Eileen O’Reilly
Kelsie Oreta
Robin Orriss
Jodie Ortega
Patti Osborne
Mayra Otalora
Christy Ottaviano
Katie Owens
Adrienne 
Oziemblewski

Joanne Pagnello-
Fremont

Jena Palladino
Chris J. Palmentiero
Danielle 
Panagiotidis

Linda Paoletta
Missy Papageorge
Belinda Papageorge 
Julie Parham
Rena Paris
Amy Parker
Angi Pechman
Heather Petrecca
Ann-Marie Petri
Kimberly Piagentini
Andrea Pirrotti-
Dranchak

Terri Pisseri
Madison Platow
Jon Plesser
Tina Poff
Erin Polatsek
Maureen Polley
Julie Price
Jeanne Marie 
Prisciandaro

Brownwyn Prohaska
Aristotle 
Proskinitopoulos

Diana Quinn
Lisa Quirindongo
Chris Radovic
Ben Raggio
Suzanne Ramsteck
Kelly Randolph
Nita Rao
Lauren Raps

Ria Rassias
Gabe Reale
Diana Reed
Christina 
Rescsanski

Kyla Ricci
Michelle Richerson
Margot Ring
Carrie Robertson
Gil Rodriguez
Lisa Rogers
Ed Roman
William Roman
Deirdre Ronan
Shannon Roper
Kristen Rosecrans 
Powers

Melanie Ross
Krista Rugani
Pam Ryan
Alison Savona
Michele Scholl
Sarah Schunk
AJ Schwarz
Ben Schwinn
Megan Scully
Kathy Seabrook
Eileen Seeliger
Kristian Segerberg
Andrea Shantz
Laura Shea
Courtney Sheetz
Elizabeth Sheldon
Laura Shepard
Annie Shepherd
Bhavani Shetty
Brittany Shuster
Courtenay Sicre
Lee Siegel
Margo Siemering
Stephanie Siford
Gillian Sizer
kristine Smith
Jody Sommers
Jinnie Song
Julie Spelman
Nikole St. Peter
Michelle Stearns
Lauren Steese
Stephanie Stellato
Scott Stenquist
Roseann Stenson
Sancie Stewart
Torey Strauser
Laurie Strazza
Janet Striuli
Katherine Sullivan
Kelly Sullivan
Subha Sunder
Vicki Swanson
Rabab Hussain 
Syed

Angel Sylvia
Kelly Takacs
Sonya Talbot

Lisa Tennaro
Sharon Testa
Merry Thact
Kristen Tharrington
Valerie Theissen
Dawn Theodorsen
Anne Thidemann
Jeremy Thorne
Erika Thrasher
Rebecca Timlin-
Scalera

Heather Toll
Page Tremaine
Dorota Trojak
Daniel R. Trotzer
Gabi Tuboly
Kristine Tully
Mark R. Tygesen
Chris Upton
Tracie Valentino
Inah Valenzuela
Dan Van Horne
Lisa Vancho
Alison Varcoe
Jill Vergara
Erika Villafuerte
Matt Vinoski
Nikki Vinoski
Ray Vogt
Jennifer von Wahlde
Michael von Wahlde
Victoria Wagenbach
Cindy Wakeman-
D’Andrea

Cassie Walker
Andrea Ward
Meghan Ward
Kathy Watcke
Bob Weber
Carmen Weber
John Welch
Kendra Welch
Dan Westhoven
Amy White
Devin White
Janelle Wignall
Vickie Wilchinsky
Sonia Wincott
Carrie Wolf
Parthena Wollen
Anna Wood
David Woodward
Erica Wright
Erika Wright
Eric Wuchiski
Alexis Yates
Noreen Zaino
Tim Zaino
Jeff Zakim
Natalia Zhiltsova



Contributors2016

With gratitude, MRWC extends our deepest thanks 
to every individual, business, and organization that 
made donations in Fiscal Year 2016. Large or small, 
every gift sent directly benefits our work to help 
educate young citzens be stewards of the Earth.

$0-29
Beverly Abt
Anonymous
Vincent J. Antezzo
Mrs. Mary Baker
Ms. Laura Becker
Jack & Pam Blair
Deborah Blanchard
Kathryn Braun
Leonora Campbell
Mrs. Fernanda Casey
Sally Connolly
M/M S. Curry
Camy Deck
Steve Epstein
Donna Fallacaro
Shawna Feeley
Emma Gleysteen
Mrs. Julie Gottlieb
Betsy Harrington
Pinal Kothari
Anne Lee
Christine Magliocco
Sheila Marmion Breakell
Mrs. Anne Mele
Cheryl Merole
Linda Murphy
Karen Nemiah
Katherine A. Noonan
Cindy Perham
Lynn Schuster
Jane T. Short
Judy Wilkinson

$30-49
Dorothy Albrecht
Frances Baldwin
Mrs. Linda K. Chandler
Frank DiZoglio, Jr.
Lori Hashizume
Barbara Jenkins
Arthe Kelly
Janita Kewalramani
Roger E. Lasky
Lynn McNulty
Michele Meehan
Ellen Moore
Sandra Naughton
Curtis Osborne
Nancy Scott
Mary Martha Sherts

$50-99
Jim & Wendy Accomando
Amicucci Family
Claudia Berlage
Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation

Kathryn Brown
Bernadette Skubly Butts
Roberta Clark
Mrs. Vidal S. Clay
Mary Beth Colleran
Anne DiFrancesco
Patty & Peter Eilenberg
Margaret Mary Fitzgerald
Joyce & Tom Flynn
Forger-Kunkel Plumbing & 
Heating, LLC

C. Stephen & Meg Francis
Kathleen Fulton
Mary M. Gasker
Paul Berg & Gay Gasser
Alison Genovese
Mrs. Dru Georgiadis

Mr. & Mrs. Nelson 
Gonzalez

Dr. & Mrs. James T. 
Hamilton

Carole Heller
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas G. 
Hoffman

Maureen Kane
Dr. William R. Kueffner
Quinn Leibfried
Iru Lekoy
Amy McCabe Jennings
Kathy Bowler Mitchell
Alexandra Moran
Josephine Olsen
Ottaviano/Ohe Family
Emily Argall Price
Cathy & Paul Rado
Mrs. Leann Ratner
Carrie Rullo
Jennifer & Christopher 
Smith

Amie Steelman
Michael Tetreau
John Udaloy
Cristin McCarthy Vahey & 
Brian Vahey

Mr. Roger W. Van 
Voorhees

Suzette Zollo

$100-199
Mr. Steven Baker
Stephanie Barnes
Charlene Brauns-
Schindler & Ed Schindler 

Country Club of Fairfield
Mr. Lincoln W. Craighead
Alan & Betty Feldman
Holly Franquet
Mr. Edward Gelzheiser
Greenfield Hill Garden 
Club 

Kathleen Griffin
Sara Jannott
Sharyn Katz
Colleen Connor & Brian 
Kelahan

John T. Kristy, VMD- 
Engelberg Kristy Animal 
Hospital, LLC

Hetty & Rick Nerod
Phillip & Elizabeth 
Neugebauer

Nicole & Paul Nuttall
Michele Onofrio
Joe Palmer
Jan Reber
Lynn Shavinsky
Barbara & Walter Siemon
Barbara B. Stetson-Main 
Street Foundation 

Mrs. Subha Sunder
Elizabeth Sweeney
Anne & Richard Weinrod
Lili Whitmer
Mr. & Mrs. R. G. 
Woolworth, Jr.

Yvonne Zeisler



$200-499
Carol Barrios
Peter & Cindy Burnim
Fairfield Garden Club 
Fairfield Women’s Golf 
League 

Dennis & Donna Gallo
Deb & Josh Garskof
Megan & Phil Hogan
Janet Banks-Mott & Peter 
Mott

Ruscito & Head 
Families-Ruscito Family 
Foundation

Sasqua Garden Club 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Smart
Revd. Ginny Thomas
Jennifer & Blake Titrud

$500-999
Burr Elementary School 
PTA 

Brian & Pamela Fagan
Fairfield Woods Middle 
School PTSA 

Holland Hill School PTA 
Jennings School PTA, Inc. 
Reini & Michael Knorr
McKinkley School PTA 
Mill Hill School PTA, Inc. 
Mike Money
Osborn Hill School PTA 
Pam Ritter
Riverfield School PTA 
Roger Sherman School 
PTA 

Ruth Krauss Foundation 
Stratfield PTA, Inc. 
The North Stratfield PTA 
Roger Ludlowe Middle 
School PTSA 

Timothy Dwight School 
PTA 

Tomlinson Middle School 
PTA 

$1000+
Mary Hogue & Guy 
Gleysteen 

Marta Jo Lawrence
National Environmental 
Education Foundation 

PTA Council-Fairfield 
Virginia B. Rogers
Jocelyn T. Shaw
Town of Fairfield 

Grants
FIDELITY Charitable
The Virginia B. Rogers 
Charitable Fund

National Environmental 
Education Foundation

Gifts
In Honor and Memory of 
Peg Clark

Given by Pam Ritter
Given by Jocelyn T. Shaw
Given by Jane T. Short
Given by Beverly Abt
Given by Fairfield’s 
Women’s Golf League

In Memory of Tricia Ford 
Money

Given by Mike Money
In Memory of  
Harry L. Shaw

Given by Jocelyn T. Shaw
In Honor of Alison O’Neill 
Genovese and Family

Given by Sharyn Katz
In Honor of Joy Shaw
Given by Mr. and Mrs. R. 
G. Woolworth, Jr.

In Honor of Joy’s  
85th Birthday

Given by Jack and  
Pam Blair

Matching Gift 
Companies

Boston Software  
Systems, Inc.

Goods and Services
Samantha Anderson
Steve Baker
Carol Barrios
Berlin Productions
Dabney Bowen
Charlene Brauns-
Schindler

Jennifer Carozza
Susan Cipollaro
Roberta Clark
Copy Break 
Danielle Curtis
Dash ‘N Drizzle 
Jackie DeFilippo
Michael DiGennaro
Steve Dineley
Cheryl Eustace
Sarah Felice Evans
Heather Ferrone
Gail Francolini
Robin Fukuyama
Erin Fusco
Donna M. Gallo
Deb Garskof
Heidi Gassel
Jen Geaney
Alison Genovese
Guy Gleysteen
Julie Gottlieb
Cathy Grosshart
Ann Harvey
Sue Hickey
Megan Hogan
Mary L. Hogue
Sara Jannott
Kasson Jewelers
Juli Karacsonyi

Melissa Kinasewitz
Reini Knorr
Lynsey Lotty
Jennifer Lubarsky
Sheila Marmion
Sarah Marshall
Tammy Martin 
David McKinnis
Jeanette McMahon
David McMahon
Michele Meehan
Mirth in a Box 
Mo’s Wine & Spirits 
Sarah Neafsey
Paul Nuttall
Nicole Nuttall
Magda Nyiri
Mary O’Dell
Kathryn O’Mahony
Danielle Panagiotidis
Rena Paris
Terri Pisseri
Christina Rescsanski
Deirdre Ronan
Richard Rossiter
Ed Schindler
Lynn Shavinsky
Joy Shaw
Annie Shepherd
Nikole St. Peter
Laurie Strazza
Katherine Sullivan
Subha Sunder
Nikki Vinoski
Tyler Waddell 
Andrea Ward
Bob Weber
Anne K. Weinrod
World Water Monitoring 
Challenge 

CarmaCreativeCarmaCreative     Annual Report lovingly donated by CarmaCreative.com. | Design with Intention. | 203.856.1839



MILL RIVER WETLAND COMMITTEE, INC. FINANCIAL REPORT
January 1, 2016 - December 31, 2016

INCOME Year to Date Dec. 2016 Year to Date Dec. 2015
Membership & Donations
     General Membership 6,970.00 9,680.00
     Donations 7,873.02 8,368.36
     Annual appeal 285.00 1,930.00
     Memorials 760.00 50.00
     Board Match - FC Giving Day 0.00 1,800.00
     PTA donations 8,200.00 7,400.00
 Subtotal  Membership/Donations 24,088.02 29,228.36

River-Lab Program Income
  Study Trips 16,240.00 16,730.00
  Reimburse Classroom Materials 0.00 375.00
Subtotal River-Lab Program 16,240.00 17,105.00

Fundraising Income
     Fairfield County Giving Day 2,418.18 985.76
     Trivia Night 1,395.00 1,865.00
     Earth Day 150.00 0.00
     Giving Tuesday 320.00 0.00
     Amazon Smile 63.03 47.14
     Merchandise/Other 79.00 70.00
 Subtotal Fundraising 4,425.21 2,967.90

Grants 6,250.00 3,350.00
Aquarion Award 0.00 2,500.00
Dividend/Interest Income 2,033.17 1,768.48
TOTAL INCOME 53,036.40 56,919.74

EXPENSES
MRWC Expenses
    Insurance 10,312.00 10,718.00
    Copying 1,840.95 2,568.87
    Office Storage 2,591.12 1,958.83
    Office/Business Expenses 9,550.78 2,729.59
 Subtotal MRWC Expenses 24,294.85 17,975.29

River-Lab Program Expenses
     Guide & Teacher Materials 106.75 369.10
     Study Trip Expenses 9,605.89 5,116.75
 Subtotal River-Lab Program 9,712.64 5,485.85

Payroll Expenses
     Staff Payroll 20,881.48 21,175.00
     Employment Taxes 1,986.64 1,905.03
     Payroll Service Fee 2,037.67 1,998.19
 Subtotal Payroll 24,905.79 25,078.22

Fundraising Expenses 121.77 0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES 59,035.05 48,539.36

NET CASH FLOW (5,998.65) 8,380.38

Checking Account Balance as of 12/31 13,293.83 20,925.65
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MILL RIVER WETLAND COMMITTEE, INC. FINANCIAL REPORT
January 1, 2016 - December 31, 2016

INVESTMENTS
Vanguard Inter-Term Treasury Funds 38,847.84 38,392.30
Vanguard Inter-Term Treasury Funds* 26,107.76 25,801.60
Vanguard Short-Term Treasury Funds* 22,633.14 22,391.01
Total Investments 87,588.74 86,584.91

*These restricted investments are funds from HUD for the dam restoration

Financial Report2016



The best and most beautiful 
things in the world cannot be 
seen or even touched – they  
must be felt with the heart.  

~Helen Keller 
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Mill River Wetland Committee, Inc.

203.259.1847

476 Old Mill Road

Fairfield, CT 06824


